
B Y S A N D R A TA N
N E WS STA F F R EPORT ER

Merryl Tisch, the state’s top
education official, sat politely
in the grand, oak-paneled au-
ditorium of Buffalo’s Lafayette
High School two months ago,
but her face told the tale. Her
lips were pursed and her brow
was furrowed in a slight frown.

The Board of Regents chan-
cellor interrupted the staff’s
10-slide PowerPoint presenta-
tion and asked pointed ques-
tions about graduation rates
and placements. When Assem-
blyman Sean Ryan tried to ar-
gue that Lafayette’s abysmal
outcomes were the result of a
stacked deck, she cut him off.

“Come with me to Brook-
lyn,” she said. “I know what
success looks like. I’ve seen
success.”

If the International High
School at Prospect Heights in

Brooklyn is an example of all
that can be accomplished when
immigrant students are taught
under a successful public
school model, Lafayette High
School is an example of all that
can be lost.

While the Brooklyn school
has a four-year graduation
rate of 66 percent, and nearly
80 percent of students gradu-
ate within six years, Lafayette
graduates only a quarter of its
students on time, and less than
40 percent within six years.

It’s not because the teachers
atLafayettecareanyless.Teach-
ers at both schools stay late to
plan and tutor. Both schools of-
fer a welcoming environment
for immigrant kids who work
hard and possess personal sto-
ries that could make you cry.

But Lafayette is different
fromtheBrooklynschool in im-
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Rates of English language learners

By Tom Precious
N E WS A L BA N Y BU R E AU CHIE F

ALBANY – When State Senate
Republicans were redesigning dis-
trict seats to help protect vulner-
able Republicans a couple of years
ago, they figured that Sen. George
D. Maziarz was so politically strong
that he could take on a bunch of

Democratic voters from Buffalo Re-
publican Sen. Mark J. Grisanti and
absorb them into his district with-
out fear of losing.

While it lasted, they were right.
Now, with word of Maziarz’s sur-

prise announcement Sunday night
that he will not seek re-election this
fall, Republicans find themselves
suddenly having to protect a seat
theybelieved, just48hoursago,was
not in play.

What is now in play more than
ever is control of the State Senate.

With the departure by Maziarz,

of Newfane, coming at a time when
at least his campaign fund is being
investigated by U.S. Attorney Preet
Bharara in Manhattan, the 62nd
Senate District – which includes
parts of Erie, Niagara, Orleans and
Monroe counties – is one of four
seats across the state where GOP in-
cumbentselected twoyearsagowill
not be running again.

While Republicans sought to put
a happy and unworried face on Ma-
ziarz’s departure, the reality is sim-
ple: Yet another sliver has opened
up giving Democrats a stronger

chance in their bid to retake the
Senate after some 50 years of Re-
publican domination.

“The Republicans can try and
put as much lipstick on this pig,
but it’s not going to help them. The
fact is, there is a district that is com-
petitive that previously wasn’t,”
said Sen. Michael N. Gianaris, D-
Queens, who heads the Senate
Democratic campaign committee.

Republicans rallied Monday
around North Tonawanda Mayor

Senator’s surprise exit has GOP scrambling
With control at stake,

Maziarz’s seat in play

Currently
4,326 students

88 students at best schools
2% of all English language learners

Lafayette High School
International High School at
Prospect Heights, Brooklyn

4-year
graduation rate

6-year
graduation rate

26% 37%

66%
78%

By Julie Hirschfeld Davis
N E W YOR K T I ME S

WASHINGTON – President Obama
had just disembarked from Air Force
One and was still on the tarmac in Rome
when he turned to his host, John R. Phil-
lips, the U.S. ambassador to Italy, with
an unexpected request: How about a
dinner party tomorrow night?

Over the next 24 hours, the startled
Phillips and his wife, the former Obama
aide Linda Douglass, scrambled to gath-
er some of Italy’s intellettuali.

The architect Renzo Piano flew in
from Genoa. The particle physicist Fabi-
ola Gianotti arrived from Geneva. John
Elkann, the chairman of Fiat and an
owner of the Italian soccer club Juven-
tus, came too, as did his sister, Ginevra,
a film director. Over a 2006 Brunello,
grilled rib-eye and three pasta dishes –
cacio e pepe, all’arrabbiata and Bolog-
nese – at Villa Taverna, the 15th-century

Obama enjoys
good food,

company and
conversation

Source: State Education Department

Few immigrants in best schools
Of all the
English
learners
in the Buffalo
public schools,
the red dot
shows the
portion at
schools in
good standing.

Better teacher training and strategic programming
for non-English speakers could turn things around

Robert Kirkham/Buffalo News

Mary Jo Hellerer, a 22-year veteran teacher, says that although her students at Lafayette High School are intelligent,
the vocabulary in her biology class is difficult for many of the international students.

See Lafayetteon Page A6
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By Adam Liptak
N E W YOR K T I ME S

WASHINGTON – When the
Supreme Court term started last fall, it
seemed that the legal landscape might
soon be littered with corpses of over-
ruled precedents. Briefs in at least eight
cases asked that important decisions be
overturned.

Come June, though, all the precedents
survived. Some were battered; some
were teetering; and some were hollowed
out. But all lived, at least in name.

This was a disappointment to the
court’s three most conservative justices,
and it illuminated a fault line on the
right side of the court.

By one count, there were 13 unam-
biguous votes to overrule precedents
in the last term. Eleven came from
the court’s three most conservative
members: five from Justice Clarence
Thomas, four from Justice Antonin
Scalia and two from Justice Samuel A.
Alito Jr. (Justices Anthony M. Kennedy
and Ruth Bader Ginsburg pitched in
with one vote each.)

“Hill should be overruled,” Scalia
wrote about a 2000 abortion-protest
decision.

“Basic should be overruled,” Thomas
wrote about a 1988 securities-fraud
decision.

“Hunter and Seattle should be
overruled,” Scalia wrote about a pair of
decisions protecting racial minorities.

“Buckley v. Valeo denigrated core
First Amendment speech,” Thomas
said of the foundational 1976 campaign
finance decision, “and should be
overruled.”

All of those frustrated statements
came from justices on the winning
side. They were largely directed at
Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. Their

BEHIN D THE HE A DLIN ES

Chief justice’s

restraint is

frustrating

to colleagues

Roberts’ incremental approach on
precedents irks conservative bloc.

See Courton Page A2
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portant ways.
Lafayettestillstrugglestofindits

footingafterafive-year influxof ref-
ugee children. Many teachers lack
the training or confidence to assist
thesestudents,yetthedistrictkeeps
sending more immigrant students
theirway.Thedistrictdoesnothave
a strong recruitment plan for teach-
ers experienced with this popula-
tion. The school juggles a number
of different programs rather than
committing to one proven model
for educating immigrant children
who speak another language. And
one approach it uses – grouping its
weakest students together and in-
undating them with adult teachers
andtranslators–comesatabigcost.

All that leaves Lafayette strug-
gling. “Those kids are in a spiral,”
Tisch said, “and we’re losing them
as we’re sitting here.”

While the Brooklyn school has
a student enrollment similar to La-
fayette’s, administrators in Buffalo
say their burden is heavier than any
New York City school because Buf-
falo isadesignatedrefugeeresettle-
ment area with more students who
arrivewithlittletonoformaleduca-
tion. Lafayette also enrolls far more
students with disabilities.

ButtheacademicstrugglesatLa-
fayette are echoed in schools across
the city and upstate New York. It’s
no coincidence that three of Buf-
falo’s four worst-performing high
schools enroll the highest numbers
of struggling immigrant children.
The Buffalo Public Schools are re-
sponsibleforeducatingnearlytwice
as many English language learners
now – 4,300 – as six years ago, dis-
trict officials say. Only 2 percent
of these students currently attend
schools in good standing.

Some consider these children
to be a drain on district resources.
But if given proper support, these
students are capable of great ac-
complishments. Over the past sev-
eral years, roughly one out of every
threeBuffalovaledictoriansandsa-
lutatorians have come fromthis im-
migrant population.

Weak teacher training

T he oldest high school in Buf-
falo, the French Renais-
sance-style Lafayette build-

ing exudes a formality not found in
schools today. The school’s motto
hangs in black letters on the win-
dowoverlooking themainstaircase:
Be Strong and of Good Courage.

That motto may mean more
to the students and staff at Lafay-
ette today than it did to those who
opened the school in 1903.

In the last five years, Lafayette
has gone from being a school that
served only black, white and His-
panic students to a school where
the sounds of Nepali, Somali, Kar-
en, Bengali, Burmese and dozens of
other languages fill the hallways.

Teaching these children re-
quires teachers with special skills
and training. But many teachers
here don’t have or use these skills.

In one biology class, MaryJo
Hellerer moves energetically at the
frontof theclass,attemptingtocon-
vey the concept of genetic engineer-
ing. The 22-year veteran of Lafay-
ette shows pictures on a screen of
clonedsheepandadiagramofanin-
sulin gene removed from a human
and inserted into bacteria.

As in many other classrooms,
the students are respectfully quiet.
They dutifully copy definitions of
difficult words and look up the defi-
nition of the word “gene” in their
notes.

Hellerer taps the screen.
“They love to ask this on the

exam,” she tells the students, refer-
ring to the state Regents tests.

She tries to engage the students
in a question-and-answer period,
but about half the students don’t
participate. When class is over,
Hellererwondershowmuchherstu-
dents learned.

She has sat in on teacher work-
shops, incorporated more pictures
and diagrams in her lessons, put up
a word wall and spent more time on
non-science vocabulary.

But she still worries she’s falling
short. When she hears that other
schools with large numbers of im-
migrant children graduate high
numbers of students, she wants to
know how they do it.

“If someone’s getting it, and it’s

working, why aren’t you hooking us
up with that?” she said. “Because
we’ll do it. We’ll try anything.”

Though Lafayette has enrolled a
majority of immigrant high school
students for three consecutive
years, school administrators esti-
mate thatonlya fourthof the teach-
ershavereceivedthein-depthtrain-
ing they need to succeed.

The most successful method of
educating English language learn-
ers is called SIOP. It’s an instruction
method that gives students with
limitedEnglishawaytounderstand
grade-level content. But it’s diffi-
cult to learn and harder to put into
practice. It requires a looser class-
room management style, tailored
lesson planning and relinquishing
more teaching authority to stu-
dents. Even though schools across
the country have used this model
for more than a decade, it has been
slow to take root here.

District-level administrators say
hundreds of city teachers have this
training. But many teachers are
still uncomfortable with the model
or haven’t effectively used or shared
what they learned. They say teach-
ers need to adapt.

Lafayette administrators blame
the district. They say that before
last year, the district only offered
sporadic training for a handful of
teachers at a time. Teachers say the
training is often offered at the end
oftheschoolyearorduringthesum-
mer, when teachers have the least
opportunity to practice what they
learn.

PrincipalNaomiCerrementions
the 23 new teachers just added to
her faculty. Shewonders how long it
will takeforthemtogetthetraining
they will need to succeed.

“This should have been an in-

vestment by the district a long time
ago,” she says.

Lack of identity

S ome Lafayette High School
alumni remember the high
school as a place of greatness.

As the oldest – and perhaps the
most beautiful – high school in Buf-
falo, Lafayette boasts an extensive
AlumniWallofFamebehinditsma-
jestic auditorium. Rich red brick,
curved terra cotta trim and green
copper cupolas adorn the stately
building.

“When it was designed, we were
expecting the Pan American Ex-
position in Buffalo, and I think we
wantedtoshowoffpubliceducation
to the world,” said Paul McDonnell,
the district’s architect and director
of facilities.

Future doctors, lawyers, judges,
journalists and professors gradu-
ated from this Upper West Side
school. A silver Harvard Cup from
1909 adorns one of two tall trophy
cases that flank the main staircase
into the school.

But these days, the school strug-
gles to support an unwieldy num-
ber of academic programs, none of
which it does particularly well.

Lafayette enrolls regular edu-
cation students but also offers a
“newcomers” program for low-lev-
el immigrant learners, a bilingual
Spanish program, a special-edu-
cation program and even a bilin-
gual special-education program.
The school also runs a junior high
school program for more than 200
seventh- and eighth-graders, half
needing English language services.
Because the school offers such an
assortment of programs, school ad-

ministrators say thedistrict assigns
a disproportionate number of high-
needs students there.

In one ninth-grade global his-
tory class, a teacher who doesn’t
speak Spanish is assigned to teach
a bilingual Spanish class because
the teacher originally assigned to
the class abruptly retired. Armed
only with the Spanish he took in
high school, the teacher directs the
students in English while putting
up questions on the overhead pro-
jector written in Spanish.

There are supposed to be 17 stu-
dentsintheclass,butonlynineshow
up. They chat and joke in Spanish,
paying marginal attention to what
is being taught.

The district makes limited at-
tempts to recruit teachers beyond
WesternNewYork,despitetheshort-
age of faculty who have experience
workingwithnon-Englishspeakers.
And unlike the Internationals Net-
work for Public Schools in New York
City, the district has no way to fast-
track teacher certification for immi-
grants who already live in Buffalo.

While Lafayette employs many
teachers certified in English as a
second language, ESL Coordinator
Jessica Gilmartin said, “More than
half are brand new, with only two
years of experience or less.”

Cerre and her staff want to pare
down school programs and rededi-
cate Lafayette as an “International
Newcomer Academy” focused on
educating low-achievingninth-and
10th-grade immigrants. The goal
would be to provide accelerated in-
struction for up to two years and
then transfer them to traditional
high schools.

Newcomer academies exist else-
where. While some have had rea-
sonable success, others have failed

because of high costs and low
achievement. Rochester opened
one three years ago.

Cerre said she believes it is a
model that will work. More im-
portantly, she said, it is what her
students deserve.

Right now, she said, she is ed-
ucating children who have been
victimized in their home coun-
tries,thenarrivedinBuffaloonly
to be further victimized by the
broken school model here.

“That’s what’s so heartbreak-
ing for us,” she said.

Cost of indecision

T he Buffalo Public Schools
doesn’t embrace any
one proven strategy for

teaching immigrant children.
It doesn’t have a strategic plan
for where and how these stu-
dents should be placed among
the district’s 50 schools. Princi-
pals with no ESL background
say they must develop their own
turnaround plans.

Inevitably, this means more
district resources and more
money.

Lafayette has more than
twice as many teachers as the
Brooklyn school. And at last
Wednesday night’s meeting,
School Board members were
asked to hire half a dozen more
full-time English and math
coaches, plus additional staff for
the middle school.

The cost: An additional
$770,000 in grants and operat-
ing money.

That led to a spirited debate
about the district’s partnership
with Johns Hopkins Universi-

ty, and the value of assigning so
many staff to Lafayette.

“I’mjustaskingthequestion:Is
whatwe’redoingthebest?”board
memberLarryQuinnasked.

At Lafayette, it isn’t unusual
to see several adults teaching or
assisting in a classroom with a
dozenorfewerstudents,particu-
larly refugee students who come
to school with limited or no for-
mal education. In many cases,
the school relies on ESL teach-
ers to instruct alongside regu-
lar teachers, and the demand for
translators is great.

Charles Lambros, a 12th-
grade English teacher, walked
into a classroom with only three
students that day. He was met
by veteran ESL teacher Robert
Johnson.

Together, with the help of
some stick-figure drawings on
the white board and an audio-
book recording, they nudged
their three students through a
reading of John Steinbeck’s 1947
novella, “The Pearl.”

“Kino’s eyes were ...”
“Hooded,” Lambros prompt-

ed the 20-year-old senior.
“Hooded,” she repeated. “His

eyes were drawn ...”
“Taut,” Lambros supplied, as

heandtheESLteacherstruggled
to explain the word.

As the students continued,
Lambros pulled out a copy of
practice questions from the
English Regents exam. It asked
for students to dissect and draw
conclusions about a poem filled
with American expressions.

“Youseethegulfbetweenthis
and that?” he asked.

Because Lafayette groups the
weakest students together, the

burdenfallstotheteachersandpaid
translators to bridge the divide.

Lambros noted that there were
only 18 days left in the school year.
He didn’t know if his students
would make it. As the class period
andschooldayended, theCarlyRae
Jepsen pop song “Call Me Maybe”
came on over the PA system.

“Thisiscrazy,”Jepsenrepeatedly
sang in the refrain.

Lambros looked up at the invis-
ible lyricsandmuttered, “This isap-
propriate.”

State education officials, from
the commissioner down, have re-
peatedlysuggestedthattheInterna-
tionals Network of Public Schools,
based in New York City, would be
an excellent model for Buffalo. The
Buffalo district has not pursued it,
citing the cost.

When Chancellor Tisch visited
Lafayette, she kept pace with her
tour guide and looked alertly at
the material students were using
at their desks. With Assemblyman
Ryan at her elbow, arguing for the
needformorestateresources,Tisch
questioned how Lafayette was us-
ing the resources it already has.

“There are many other high
schools around the state who have
verysimilarchallenges,”shesaid.“We
donotneedtoreinvent thewheel.”

Johns Hopkins’ role

J ohns Hopkins is supposed to
beasavinggraceforLafayette.
Someteacherssayithasbeena

big help. Others describe its efforts
as “totally insufficient.”

Lafayettewasalreadystruggling
before itbecamehometoahugeref-
ugee population. To boost its aca-
demic results, the school agreed to

partner with Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity Talent Development Sec-
ondary. Because of repeated grant
rejections, that group’s work wasn’t
funded until last year.

Johns Hopkins promotes it-
self as having 15 years of experi-
ence turning around low-achieving
high schools. What it doesn’t have
is much experience working with
non-English-speaking immigrant
students. So the organization hired
consultant Margarita Calderon, a
retired Johns Hopkins professor,
whodevelopedanEnglishlanguage
comprehension curriculum.

Social studies teacher Joshua
Ostroff said Calderon’s training has
made him a better teacher – and a
busier one. He scrapped his old les-
son plans after learning Calderon’s
curriculum model.

“Ittookmesevenhourstochange
my next couple of lessons,” he says.

In a recent lesson about the Brit-
ish Empire’s interest in the Suez
Canal, Ostroff breaks down a long
textbook passage into a five-page
handout filled with maps, key ques-
tions and vocabulary words.

Large sheets of vocabulary
words hang from his walls, while a
videoofaship’spassagethroughthe
Suez Canal is projected on a white
screen.Formanyconcepts,students
are given more than one way of un-
derstanding the information.

Ostroff keeps a log book that
tracksalltheextratimehehasspent
redoing his lessons. Those hours
surpass all the summer and break
time he gets off during the year, he
says. That is the price of this com-
mitment.

Ostroff says he has learned a lot,
but like every other teacher there,
he believes there’s more he needs
to know. That message rings home

with him every time he grades his
students’ Regents exams.

“I’ll be honest with you,” he says.
“I’ve cried out of joy, and I’ve cried
out of sadness.”

Rocky’s story

O stroff is a favorite teacher
of William “Rocky” Sandjo
Ntachtchoua.

Rocky is a 17-year-old teenager
from Cameroon. He sits in the noisy
cafeteria and speaks about terrible
experiences in the unfazed tone of a
boy used to trauma.

Two months ago, Rocky buried
his father.

His father was Lambo Sandjo
Pierre Roger, a famous singer and
politicalprisoner inCameroonbet-
ter known as Lapiro de Mbanga.
Hailed as “the people’s voice,” his
songs became an anthem for the
students protesting the leadership
of Cameroon President Paul Biya
in 2008.

Despite international pressure
for Mbanga’s release, he nearly died
from three years of hunger and ill-
ness in prison. Police terrorized his
family even after his release in 2011.

He was granted political asylum
intheUnitedStates in2012, andthe
family settled in Buffalo in January
2013. Not everyone came, though.

Rocky has a twin sister he hasn’t
seen in more than two years. Her
cellphone number stopped working
a long time ago, and he fears for her.
She loved school as much as he did,
but shealsowasregularlybeatenby
their older brother, he says. Once,
when Rocky wasn’t home, she was
beaten so badly that she refused to
journey to the United States with
the rest of the family.

“My father really, really cried,”
he says.

Rocky has lived here with his fa-
ther, stepmother, older brother and
youngersister.Buttheyhavehadlit-
tle time together as a family. Mban-
ga was diagnosed with bone cancer
and admitted to Roswell Park Can-
cer Institute. He died March 16 at
the age of 56.

Rocky perseveres. He speaks
English fluently now after study-
ing for countless hours on his own
time. He talks about his dreams of
attending college but worries his
SAT scores aren’t high enough.

Hewantstotakethemagain.But
if he quits his job as a dishwasher,
which he wants to do, he won’t be
able to afford the $50 fee. Principal
Naomi Cerre says the school will
cover it.

Signs of progress

T here are signs of hope at La-
fayette.
Rockyisoneexample.Hewas

accepted at SUNY Buffalo State and
will attend tuition-free this fall with
the assistance of Say Yes Buffalo.

Inoneninth-gradeEnglishclass,
students wrapped up a four-week
studyof“RomeoandJuliet”bywrit-
ing essays and creating iPad movie
trailers. Students from Yemen, Tan-
zania, Nepal, Puerto Rico, Rwanda
and Malaysia cluster together in
small groups, putting the finishing
touches on their 1�-minute trailers
for a Friday “Film Fest.”

The trailers feature scene re-en-
actmentsofthemeetingofthelovers,
the death of Mercutio, and titles like:
“The loveofenemies forever.”

Melissa Meola Shanahan, an
English coach, helped develop the
student project after participat-
ing in a University at Buffalo proj-
ect that gives teachers the skills to
teach the Common Core with assis-
tance from multimedia technology.

Asoftenaspossible, shesaid, she
helps teachers use multimedia and
art in their lesson plans so that stu-
dents stay engaged and absorb in-
formation.

Administrators say Lafayette is
finally retaining more of its young-
er students after several years of
high dropout numbers, putting the
school on track to graduate higher
numbersofstudentsdowntheroad.

With the district’s recent cre-
ationoftheSTARAcademyforover-
age,undercreditedstudentsandthe
addition of a temporary immigrant
placementspecialist inthedistrict’s
Central Registration Office, admin-
istrators say fewer students are be-
ing “dumped” at Lafayette without
consideration for where they might
best succeed.

Lafayette will also roll out a
new curriculum this fall designed
for eighth- and ninth-grade immi-
grants who have limited formal ed-
ucation.

Principal Cerre outlined other
plans that would leverage assistance
from area universities: more college-
level courses for advanced students
and more vocational and career-ori-
entedprograms foreveryone.

“Our partnerships with the uni-
versities are going to be huge,” she
said.

Challenges remain

T hese plans come too late to
help many students who
should have graduated this

pastJune.Cerresaidsheexpectsthe
graduation rate for this past school
year to be the same as the year be-
fore, if not lower.

Too many students had already
dropped out. Staff said 2010 was a
year when many feared the school
would eventually be closed, so the
placement office dumped “leftover”
kids there.Mostwere transferred in
after their freshman year, and half
of them simply quit.

Cerre said the school should see
“huge changes” in its graduation
rate in two to three years.

But not everyone is willing to
wait that long.

Tisch, the state’s top education
official, referred to Lafayette’s 23
percent graduation rate from 2012.

“That means 77 percent of
those kids are getting a ticket to
no place,” she said. “So please don’t
give me reasons for why a mod-
el like that should be sustained.”

email: stan@buffnews.com

“If someone’s getting it, and it’s working, why aren’t you hooking us up with that? Because we’ll do it. We’ll try anything.” – TEACHER MARYJO HELLERER
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Lafayette High School
As Lafayette’s immigrant population has risen, its graduation

rate has fallen. 2012-13 marked the first modest graduation

rate increase in six years.

No. of ELL students with
High School School’s 2013 graduation rate interrupted education

Lafayette High School* 26% 125

Riverside Inst. of Technology 26% 92

International Prep at Grover* 34% 32

STAR Academy N/A 30

McKinley High School 66% 23

Burgard High School 31% 10

Bennett High School 44% 8

South Park High School 60% 8

Math Science Technology Prep* 74% 7

Hutchinson Central Technical 89% 4

East High School 49% 3

Leonardo da Vinci High School 97% 2

Frederick Law Olmsted School 95% 1

Buffalo Academy for Arts 79% 1

City Honors School 98% 0

Emerson School of Hospitality 80% 0

Middle Early College H.S. 90% 0

* For grades 9-12. Schoolwide total for Lafayette, 171; I-Prep, 55; and MST 8

Source: Buffalo Public Schools student data as of June 2014 and state 4-year graduation Aug. rates

English language learners with interrupted formal education
English language learners who have missed at least two years of formal schooling are at the highest

risk for failing high school.

About the series
How to Fix Buffalo’s Schools is an occasional series highlighting urban schools across the country that have made outsized
progress on some of the seemingly intractable problems plaguing inner-city schools. The successful schools were selected
through statistical analysis of data on academic performance and demographics. The schools chosen are some of the best
examples of successfully educating students with backgrounds similar to those in the Buffalo Public Schools. To read the first
part of this series and for online-only features, go to BuffaloNews.com/fixingschools.

Derek Gee/Buffalo News

William “Rocky” Sandjo Ntachtchoua of Cameroon, a graduate of Lafayette High School, was accepted at SUNY Buffalo State.

Robert Kirkham/Buffalo News

Board of Regents Chancellor Merryl H. Tisch listens during a fact-finding discus-
sion and tour at Lafayette High School in May.

Robert Kirkham/Buffalo News

Principal Naomi Cerre speaks at an assembly at Lafayette High School in May
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* English language learners percentage includes 7th and 8th graders.
Source: New York State Education Department
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News education reporters Sandra Tan and Tiffany Lankes will host a live chat online today
from 1 to 2 p.m. about the “How to Fix Buffalo Schools” series.
Join their live chat on The Buffalo News homepage or on the School Zone blog: www.buffalonews.com/schoolzone

Live chat today


